
WSCUC Core Competency Definitions 

Critical thinking 

the ability to think in a way that is clear, reasoned, reflective, informed by 

evidence, and aimed at deciding what to believe or do.  Dispositions supporting 

critical thinking include open-mindedness and motivation to seek the truth. 

Information literacy 

according the Association of College and Research Libraries, the ability to 

“recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, 

and use the needed information” for a wide range of purposes. An information-

literate individual is able to determine the extent of information needed, access 

it, evaluate it and its sources, use the information effectively, and do so ethically 

and legally. 

Oral communication 

communication by means of spoken language for informational, persuasive, and 

expressive purposes. In addition to speech, oral communication may employ 

visual aids, body language, intonation, and other non-verbal elements to support 

the conveyance of meaning and connection with the audience. Oral 

communication may include speeches, presentations, discussions, dialogue, 

and other forms of interpersonal communication, either delivered face to face or 

mediated technologically.  

Quantitative reasoning 

the ability to apply mathematical concepts to the interpretation and analysis of 

quantitative information in order to solve a wide range of problems, from those 

arising in pure and applied research to everyday issues and questions. It may 

include such dimensions as ability to apply math skills, judge reasonableness, 

communicate quantitative information, and recognize the limits of mathematical 

or statistical methods. 

Written communication 

communication by means of written language for informational, persuasive, and 

expressive purposes. Written communication may appear in many forms, or 

genres. Successful written communication depends on mastery of the 

conventions of the written language, facility with culturally accepted structures 

for presentation and argument, awareness of audience, and other situation-

specific factors. 


