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QUESTIONS OF COMMUNITY 
 
Jennifer Burton-Meyer, “Symbolic Scars: A Search for Meaning Behind Self-Injury 
Among Adolescent Girls in America" 
 written for AMST 401 (Adolescent America) 
 
Manya Ettner, "PWND! (about geeks)” 
 written for AMST 499 (Independent Study) 
 
Valerie Alley, "Sanctuary: The Meaning of Protection and Refuge"  
 written for AMST 301 (American Character) 
 
 
QUESTIONS OF ECONOMICS 
 
David Hernandez, "The Word 'Shareholder' Does not Appear in the Constitution," 
 written for AMST 423 (Search for Community) 
 
Kristiane Joy, "Visualizing the ‘Struggle for Fun:’ ZZ Tops Eliminator Videos and the 
Narrative of Transformation" 

written for AMST 502 (Visual Culture) 
Winner of the Earl James Weaver Graduate Paper Prize 

 
 
QUESTIONS OF GENDER 
 
Orlando Serrano, "Broken Penises: Viagra Advertisements" 
 written for AMST 502 (Visual Culture) 
 
Susan Ponsell, "The Sunnydale Shift: Gender Fluidity on Buffy" 
 written for AMST 401 (Gender in American Life and Thought) 
 
 
QUESTIONS OF NATURE 
 
Brittany Franck, "Walt Whitman: The Conflicted Ecopoet" 
 written for AMST 401 (American Culture & Nature) 
 
Jaclyn Mahoney, "The Power of Water" 
 written for AMST 401 (Mark Twain and his World) 
 
Megan Jensen, "Embedded in the Soil: The Treelessness of the Tallgrass Prairies 
Through 1862" 
 written for AMST 401 (American Culture & Nature) 


